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|---+eeer@ere-" Fe" T have the Honor to report that on the occasion of 
or --the Id-Futr, or feast at the end of the Moslem month of 
Ramadan, congratulatory telegrams were sent to His Majes- 
ty King Abdel-Aziz Saud; the Crown Prince, Amir Saud; 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Amir Feisal; the Minis- 
ter of Finance, Shaikh abdullah Suleiman; the King's Se- 
y cretary, Shaikh Yusuf Yassin, Despatch of such congratu- 
yp gt latory messages is an established local custom, 


the information that January 8 is celebrated as the an- 
niversary of the King's accession--or election as King 
of the Hedjaz. This national holiday is fixed according 
to the Christian calendar and hence does not vary from 
year to year. On this occasion it would be appropriate 
for the President to address a congratulatory message 

to His Majesty the King. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


Decembeyx 2, 1942. 
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Reference is made to Jidda's despatch no. 64 of 
November 1, 1942, suggesting that the President address 
a congratulatory message to His Majesty King Abdel-Aziz 
Saud on January 8, the date selected for the celebration 
of the anniversary of the King's election as King of the 
Hedjaz. 


It is realized that it is not customary to transmit 
congratulatory messages to heads of foreign governments 
upon the anniversary dates of their ascending thrones or 
taking office. There are, however, rather peculiar and 
unusual circumstances in connection with this particular 
case involving King Ibn Saud. Arabs do not as a general 
rule keep a record of the date of their birth and it is 
understood that King Ibn Saud does not celebrate his 
birthday in as much as he does not know the date of his 
birth. However, the anniversary of the date of the 
ascension of the throne of the Hedjaz is made quite an 
event. It is suggested that a congratulatory telegram 
should be sent to the King on this day as something of 
a substitute for the telegram which is usually sent to 
reigning monarchs on their birthdays. 
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HIS MAJESTY 


ABDEL-AZIZ IBN SAUD, 
i _’ ®ING OF SAUDI ARABIA, 
JIDDA (SAUDI ARABIA) 


It gives me great pleasure on this anniversary to 
extend to you my personal felicitations and best wishes, 
and to convey to the people of Saudi Arabia on behalf of 
the people of the United States their greetings and good 


wishes, miata 
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